
FEBRUARY 8, 2022

6 PM

REMOTE VIA ZOOM

Darartu Mulugeta
Darartu Mulugeta is a Political Science and
Psychology student at the University of California,
Los Angeles. She is specializing in methods and
computing with the primary goal of studying African
communities and history. She is currently part of the
African Diaspora Archaeology Lab as a Bunche
Research Fellow. Outside of school, she volunteers
at the Oromo Legacy Leadershipand Advocacy
Association as an Oromo language teaching
assistant.

Dr. Justin Dunnavant
Dr. Justin Dunnavant is an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Anthropology at UCLA. His current
research in the US Virgin Islands investigates the
relationship between ecology and enslavement in the
former Danish West Indies. In addition to his
archaeological research, Justin is co-founder of the
Society of Black Archaeologists and an AAUS
Scientific SCUBA Diver. In 2021, he was named a
National Geographic Emerging Explorer and inducted
intoThe Explorers Club as one of “Fifty People
Changing the World that You Need to Know About.”
He is also a member of the Board of Trustees of the
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation. His research
has been featured on Netflix's "Explained," Hulu's
"Your Attention Please" and in print in American
Archaeology and Science Magazine.
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As increasing calls for science communication
encourage archaeologists to convey their research
to diverse public audiences, we found it necessary
to explore how such research was disseminated in
the past. Delving into the archives of Ebony
Magazine and the Johnson Publishing Company,
we examine the manner in which archaeological
research was communicated in the Black popular
press from the 1950s into the present. The articles,
authors, and subjects provide unique insight into
the topics of interest to Black America and speak
to the power of the Black press at educating and
exciting the public about ground-breaking
archaeological research. Engaging Ebony
Magazine as a historical archive, we uncover little-
known figures and moments in the history of
African and African diaspora archaeology and offer
suggestions for future directions in science
communication research. 
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